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AS expected, Mullingar 
Equestrian Centre was full 
to capacity last weekend as it 
hosted the annual Mullingar 
CSI ** International show.

With a prize fund of  
€100,000 on offer over the four 
days of  the show, the crowds 
were entertained by the best 
show jumpers in Ireland and 
abroad, as well as a host of  
non-jumping attractions.

Action in the international 
arena began on Saturday with 
the Mosstown Stables 1.25m 
Table A class, where 38 riders 
went to post.

Leading the victory lap was 
Vickie Anderson with Zack, 
who delivered a clear round in 

followed closely behind with 
Do Tell when he also main-
tained a clean sheet in 64.20.

Occupying third place was 
Suzanne Posnett and Queen 
of  Clubs (66.35) ahead of  Sven 
Hadley and Cassana (66.42). 
Lady riders were back in the 
ribbons, with Nicola Fitzgib-
bon and Westland Ruby slot-

of  Olive Clarke and Electric 
Cruise (66.67)

BET SHOWJUMPING
Victory in the second in-
ternational class, the inau-
gural 1.30m Devenish Bet 

competition went to English 
rider Emily Ward and King 
Mac.

With a prize pot of  €20,000, 
this novel class was aimed at 
increasing spectator interest 
in show jumping and featured 

online betting from Paddy 
Power Bookmakers, which 
went live on Saturday night 

on Sunday.
British rider Ward was in-

stalled as the favourite at 11/4 
after she went clear in 62.21 to 
see off  all other challengers in 

Kenneth Graham and Len-
amore Donnatella were frac-
tions behind in 62.75 seconds.

Second favourite Emily 
Turkington scorched home 
in 64 seconds with Legend, 
which proved good enough 
for third place, while Jor-
dan Coyle and Amigo VH 
Winnkenshof  Z took fourth, 
in 64.06. Nicola Fitzgibbon 
was back in the ribbons, this 

-
forbes Tina (64.76) and sixth 
with Westland Ruby (65.37).

 In the Hadley Sport Hors-
es, Bourne Sport Horses and 
Cavalor-sponsored 1.40m in-
ternational class, Neal Fearon 
picked up the winner’s share 
of  the €3,000 when he lodged 
the winning round of  clear 
in 28.50 with Peig Van Am-
erongen’s 12-year-old Grosso 
Z-sired mare, Dree Boeken’s 
Grossos Roeschen. This was 
the second win of  late for this 
combination having claimed 
the Spring Tour at Barna-
down.

This year is certainly prov-
ing to be a good one for Darryl 
Walker, who partnered Cush-
ions into the runner-up spot, 
when clear 28.57 seconds.

Ger O’Neill was fractions 
behind with Go For It 2 in 

added to his tally when claim-

ing fourth place with Tabby, 
clear in 28.70. Alexander But-
ler steered Hallowberry Cruz 
into fifth (28.70), ahead of  
Francis Connors and Hyper-
ion (29.58).

SUNDAY CLASSES
Sven Hadley got off  to a good 
start on Sunday as he rode 
to victory in the Jim Der-
win-sponsored 1.25m accu-
mulator class. Riding Glenn 
McCullough’s Cassana, he re-
corded the top score of  65 in 
47.58 seconds.

Almost two seconds behind 
was fellow Galway rider Olive 
Clarke and Active Cruise in 
49.64. Little divided the next 
placing as Jonathan Andrew 

and The Hurricane delivered 
a clear in 49.97, ahead of  
Ida Munderg and Edelweiss 
Van De Ronevallei, in 50.22. 

collect another rosette after he 
recorded the maximum score 

fifth. Catherine Thornton 
didn’t hang about with Low-
hill Glenard Lad and it paid 
off  as she crossed the line in 
50.43 for sixth.

In a change to the original 
schedule, the Horseware/
TRM series formed part of  
second international class of  
the day, the Colortrend Mull-
ingar 1.40m class.

Taking place in the new 
Olympic-sized sand arena in-

stalled in the past few months 
at Mullingar, 43 riders went to 
post and 11 of  those delivered 
clear rounds.

Taking the honours and re-
cording his second win of  the 
league was Daniel Coyle and 
Uptown Girl.

Run as a speed class, the 
pressure was on riders from 
the off. Gabriel Tunney took 
an early lead with Lavish 
when he recorded a clear in 

There were anxious mo-
ments for Tunney as Kenneth 
Graham looked up on target, 
but with the clock stopping 

behind Tunney in the line-up. 
The lead changed hands as Ed-

ward Doyle and Mullaghdrin 
Touch the Stars crossed the 
line in 76.42, but Doyle’s lead 
was short-lived as next in, 
Daniel Coyle and Uptown Girl 
recorded the winning time of  
70 seconds.

Daniel Coyle was joined 
in the line-up by his brother 
Jordan, who partnered VDL 
Cassius to a clear in 79.86 for 
fourth.

Second last to go, Catherine 
Thornton also had her eye on 
the red rosette, but despite a 
foot-perfect round with the 
10-year-old stallion Derry-
inver Luxury Cruise, her 
clear round in 76.21 was only 
enough for second place, leav-
ing Doyle to take third.
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ALONG with a full list of  in-
ternational classes, Mullin-
gar EC also hosted a round of  
the ever popular Irish Sport 
Horse Studbook Showjump-
ing Series. The finals took 
place on Sunday afternoon 
with the full quota taking to 
the international sand arena.

 The five-year-olds were 

Holden designed course. With 
horses well up to the task, a 
total of  nine combinations de-
livered clears within the time 
allowed of  88 seconds.

Those combinations shar-

ing the €3,150 prize fund was 
David Moran (Curra Clover 
Flight and MHS Attraction), 
Valentim Besmard, (HHS Cal-
ifornia and HHS Burnchurch) 
Derek McConnell (Clonaslee 
Captain Cristo), Shane Gog-
gins (Sag D Oil ), Olive Clarke 
(Dowdstown Indi), Jenny 
Rankin (Cooley By Name), 
Declan Egan (Glynnwood Uno 
Corland)

riders battled it out for the 
share of  the spoils. Specta-
tors didn’t have to wait long 

to go Ger O’Neill delivered 
the first double clear with 

O’Neill’s foot perfect perfor-
-

nations followed suit. Those 
combinations joining O’ Neill 
in the line-up were, Gemma 
Phelan (Mr OBrien Two You), 
Kevin Mealiff  (Castleforbes 
Vilhelmina), Paul Devlin 
(LCC Puss N Boots), Francis 
Connors (Drumiller Houdin) 
and Ethen Ahearne (Kilpat-
rick Brigade)

it was Jason Higgins aboard 
Mary Bolger’s Kilcannon 
Cavaquin that took the top 
spot. Competing in another 
international class, Higgins 

move up to second place in 
the jump-off  had no effect on 
the rider.

The Wexford rider took off  
in a calculated pace, but made 
up in his turn back to the last 
vertical, stopping the clock in 
44.24 seconds. The mare, who 
is by Harlequin Du Carel and 
out of  a Clear Cavalier dam, 

from Tom Casey.

CAREFUL
Speaking after the win, Hig-
gins said: “It was a fast jump-
off, so I knew that I needed to 
make up time. I started off  
slow but picked up the pace 

towards the end and made 
up the time that way. She is a 
mare that we have produced 
ourselves and we didn’t push 
her against the clock, which 
has paid off. She is a very care-
ful mare and the plan is to pro-
duce her slowly.”

 Third to go in the timed-
round with Ballyknock Dia-
mond, John Floody put in a 
gallant attempt but a clear 
in 45.55 seconds proved good 
enough for the runner-up 
spot.

Lt David Power also had 
his eye on the red rosette but 
despite taking the tight turns, 
his clear round in 45.88 proved 

only good enough for third. 

Lui Royale were up on target, 
but four faults at the third last 
ruled them out of  contention 
for the win, but a fast time 
of  40.96 was good enough for 
fourth place. 

Kenneth Graham faulted 
at the penultimate oxer, but 
a time of  41.06 secured him 
eventual fifth. Although 
something caught the eye of  

part of  the double, Mark Har-
ley skillfully carrying on and 

-
alties to his score in 58.66 to 
complete the top six.

INTERNATIONAL  CLASSES 

Daniel Coyle and Uptown Girl won the Colortrend Mullingar 1.40m international class on Sunday

Top class 
jumping at 
Mullingar 
International

ISH STUDBOOK  SHOWJUMPING SERIES 

Higgins and Kilcannon Cavaquin claim top spot

Ray Loftus/jumpinaction.net
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JORDAN Coyle and VDL 
Cassius won the top prize in 
the feature class, the second 
round of  the TRM/Horseware 
Premier Series, at a very wet 
and windy Mullingar interna-
tional show last Monday.

“I’m absolutely delighted 
and frankly still a bit in 
shock,” said Coyle following 
the class. “This is by far the 
biggest win this horse has 
ever produced and I couldn’t 
be happier with her.

“The competition suited 
her; the weather didn’t both-
er her at all and the jump-off  
course was short, just six 
fences. The footing in the new 
arena held up really well so 
that was fantastic; I wouldn’t 
have liked to have to jump that 
class on the grass under those 
conditions but Robert’s [Fa-
gan] new surface was great, 
it’s a fantastic addition to the 
centre.

“Gerald Sharkey owns Cas-
sius and is over the moon with 
the win. We have quite an un-
usual set-up with her. He is my 
neighbour and the mare lives 
with him. He exercises her 
during the week and I bring 
her to shows, we have worked 

years old.”
Under FEI rules 25% of  

the 33 strong start list were 

eligible for the timed decider. 
This meant that eight combi-
nations, the six clears and the 
two riders with one time fault 
apiece from round one, pro-
gressed to the jump-off.

Seamus Hayes and Bari-

round score of  one fault with 
a clear in quite a slow 39.10 for 
eventual fourth place.

The other single faulter, 
Susan Fitzpatrick and Caval-
ino, were less fortunate and 

retired on course.
Ger O’Neill set the pace as 

fourth to go when he and Go 
For It 2 recorded a clear in a 
time of  35.49 to take the lead. 
Catherine Thornton (Derryin-
ver Luxury Cruise) was also 
clear but in a slower 37.65 for 
eventual third place.

Coyle was sixth to go and 
managed to shave almost a 
second off  the leading time 
to capture the lead and the li-
on’s share of  the €24,500 prize 
fund.

“I think my turn back from 
fence three to four was where 
I made up the time in the 
jump-off  but I haven’t seen it 
back so I’m not sure. We were 
just very lucky on the day.

“I plan to bring her to the 
next Premier Grand Prix 
round in Omagh but I am con-
centrating more on my young 
horses than chasing league 
points this summer.

“I have a few youngsters 
that I’m quite excited about. 

old OBOS Quality gelding 
KBS July Johnson, my own 
four-year-old mare Flamenco 
Royale and two six-year-olds 
Blurred Lines and Afghafad 
Armani Mist. I’m hoping to 
compete them in Dublin in 
August,” said Coyle.

Continuing his run of  good 
form, Coyle was also victori-
ous in the popular Pro/Am 
competition which followed 
the Grand Prix. Partnered by 
Rachael Lynn and her pony 
Seamus, Coyle secured his 
second win of  the day.

Despite the weather, Mull-
ingar host Robert Fagan was 
delighted with how the show 
went: “The weather certainly 
made it harder but we are de-
lighted that we didn’t have to 
cancel one class; we moved 
things around and changed 
times and managed to get it 
all done. I’m very lucky to 
have a great team with me and 
because of  them we made the 
best of  it.

“I’m particularly pleased 
with the auction, which 
raised over €10,000 for the 
hospice and local charities. 
My wife Sarah Jane did a 
fantastic job and got some 
fantastic prizes including a 
three-day clinic with Bertram 
Allen which sold for €3,200 as 
well as signed rugby and foot-
ball shirts and other amazing 
prizes.

“I’m also delighted that 
the Pro/Am knockout class 
went ahead and was so good. 
Those nine kids had been 
working all winter to qualify 
for the class and they would 
have been so disappointed if  
it hadn’t gone ahead but, fair 
play to all the professionals, 

they stayed and took part in
spite of  the weather to help us 
raise money for the charities.

our new sand arena and it was 
certainly a tough one. It held
up perfectly and I was speak-
ing to the course designer Pe-
ter Gillespie after the Grand 
Prix and he said that the foot-
ing stood up really well. Some 
of  those fences were 1.50m 
and one was 1.60m, which was
a real test.”

HARD FOUGHT
In other international action 

fourth place aboard Amigo 
VH Winkenshof  Z in the ear-
lier Castleforbes Stud 1.25m
speed class which was won 
by Captain Michael Kelly and
Mullentine Loughgall.

Suzanne Posnett and Max-
im Van Overis Z finished 
in the runner-up spot while
Robert Harrisson slotted into 
third with First Rouge.

fought contest with less than
a second separating the top
three combinations.

It was eventually won by 
Seamus Hayes and Twister 
when they stopped the clock
in a time of  55.51. Second 
place went to Lavish ridden by 
Gabriel Tunney in 56.13 while
third was Ger O’Neill and Ar-
dragh Stein in 56.51.

Another hotly-contested 

Andrew Byrne and Hunters 
Lodge Puissance. Runner-up 
in this class was Sara Gorman
and Take A Gamble while
third was Verloinde, ridden
by Fiona Mullins.

 TRM/HORSEWARE  PREMIER SERIES 

Coyle and VDL Cassius knock out the opposition

Neal Fearon won the 1.40m international class on Saturday, which was sponsored by Hadley Sport Horses, 
Bourne Sport Horses and Cavalor
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THE Devenish Bet Showjump-
ing Live speed class proved 
to be a real crowd pleaser as 
spectators cheered their cho-

ish.
A total of  32 riders from 

out in a bid to claim the win-
ner’s share of  the €20,000 on 
offer. From the 32 riders quali-

groups with the winner of  
each group proceeding to the 

In the first group it was 

Nicola Fitzgibbon and Castle-
forbes who came out on top 
by going clear in 61.09. Fran-
cis Connors and Uskerty Dia-
mond Lady took the second 
group victory when they de-
livered the only clear of  the 
eight riders in this group in 
62 seconds.

In the third group, Jordan 
Coyle set the target when 
clear in 63.91 with Amegio VH 
Winkenshow Z , but Kenneth 
Graham went one better when 
he delivered a clear with Len-
amore Donatella in 60.99 to 
claim that group win. A clear 
in 63.16 seconds saw Gerard 

Clarke and Zanibar V head 

The crowds were on their 
feet for the final. First to 
go with Zanibar V, Gerard 
Clarke’s gallop to the last 
which saw him take out a 
stride paid dividends as he 
lodged a clear in 57.67.

However, Clarke’s hopes of  
a win were dashed when Fran-
cis Connors took every tight 
turn and a daring gallop on 
the route home saw him clock 
the winning time of  55.60.

Things didn’t go according 
to plan for Nicola Fitzgibbon 
as she incurred 12 faults with 

Castleforbes Tina in 60.38, 
while Kenneth Graham also 
suffered a similar fate albeit 
in a slower time of  62.34 for 
fourth.

Speaking after the win, 
Connors said: “It was a very 
good class and it was a very 
competitive class from the 
start. I knew I had a lot to do as 
Ger had set a tough target and 
that it would be hard to beat. I 
took all the tight lines and just 
went for it. The mare was fan-
tastic and didn’t let me down. 
It is a great class and great to 
see all the people watching 
and getting involved.”

Laurence Dunne/jumpinaction.net

Uskerty Diamond Lady

Devenish Bet Showjumping Live drives betting fever
 DEVENISH BET  SHOWJUMPING LIVE Laurence Dunne/jumpinaction.net

international 2

CONGRATULATIONS
Francis Connors on winning the inaugural  

DEVENISH NUTRITION Bet Showjumping Live

Horse: Uskerty Diamond Lady  |  Owner: Hilda Anthony
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AS well as the international 
classes, Mullingar interna-
tional show also had much 
to offer for those riders com-
peting in the national classes, 
with €8,000 alone on offer in 

  1.15 DERRAVARRA FINAL

-

place on Monday, with riders 

Following a tough contest, 

Horseware Foxy delivered 

and claiming second place 

good start as he claimed third 

-
livered a foot perfect round 

and it paid off  as a clear in 

 1.25M MIDLANDS  CLASSIC FINAL

missed out on the win in the 

to claim the majority share 

the more cautious approach 

paid off  as he lodged a clear 

-

third, ahead of  Suzanne Pos-

-

 

 LAKE COUNTY 1.10M  LADIES FINAL

-
corded the fastest clear in 

pair were clearly on form last 

Little separated them from 
second-placed Fiona Mullins, 
who galloped home with Mir-

-
tent with second place, Mul-
lins also partnered Verolinde 

ahead of  Feaha Moore in 
-

proach paid off  as she lodged 

 LILLIPUT 1M FINAL

The Lilliput metre final 
proved exceptionally compet-
itive, with only fractions of  a 
second dividing those in the 

was Tom Whyte with Ardagh 

gallant attempt with Mohill 

-
an Lee and Westmount Shad-

Fresh from her win in the 

-

-

NATIONAL  CLASSES 

-
ly after the Devenish Bet 
Showjumping Live speed, the 

-
vided more great entertain-
ment for the large crowds that 

-
son Higgins (Hadine Van’t 

-

-
-
-

while in the fourth round 
-

Following five intensive 
rounds of  jumping, the prize 

-

Puissance 
prize pot 
shared

The three-year-old loose jumping winner at Mullingar was the stallion Celtic Hero BZ, owned by Andrea Etter 
and Luc Henry, who is by Cacikot Hero Z out of a Caretano Z dam. The judges were Cyril O’Hara and David 
Harrison

Seamus Hayes and Twister during their winning round in the TRM 

National 

down to  
the wire 

Louise O’Brien/jumpinaction.net

PEGUS HORSE FEEDS  
PUISSANCE 

Laurence Dunne/jumpinaction.net


